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far as I am aware it does not touch the millions. The custom is
confined to the middle class who are but a drop in the ocean of
Indian humanity. Whenever we talk of evil customs, we usually
think of the middle class. The millions living in the villages
have their customs and woes of which we have as yet but little
knowledge.
This however does not mea!n that one may ignore the
dowry evil because it is confined to a comparatively small lum-
ber of the people of this country. The system has to go. Marriage
must cease to be a matter of arrangement made by parents for
money. The system is intimately connected with caste. So long
as the choice is restricted to a few hundred young men or
young women of a particular caste, the system will persist no
matter what is said against it. The girls or boys or their parents
will have to break the bonds of caste if the evil is to be eradi-
cated. Then the age for marrying has also to be raised and the
girls have to dare to remain spinsters, if need be, i.e., if they
do not get a suitable match. All this means education of a
character that will revolutionize the mentality of the youth of
the nation. Unfortunately the system of education has no con-
nection with our surroundings which therefore remain practi-
cally untouched by the education received by a microscopic
minority of the boys and girls of the nation. Whilst therefore
whatever can be done to abate the evil must be done, it
is clear to me that this evil and many others which can
be named, can only be tackled, if there is education which
responds to the rapidly changing conditions of the country. How
is it that so many boys and girls who have even passed through
colleges are found unable or unwilling to resist the manifestly
evil custom which affects their future so intimately as marriage
does ? Why should educated girls be found to commit suicide
because they are not suited ? Of what value is their education
if it does not enable them to defy a custom which is wholly to-
defensible and repugnant to one's moral sense ? The answer is
clear. There is something radically wrong in the system of edu-
cation that fails to arm girls and boys to fight against social or
other evils. That education alone is of value which draws out
the faculties of a student so as to enable him or lier to solve
correctly the problems of life in every department.
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